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Global burden of tuberculosis, 2015
— Global Tuberculosis Report 2016, WHO —
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World Health Organization (WHO) published its annual report 'Global Tuberculosis Report 2016, included the global burden of
tuberculosis (TB). In the Republic of Korea, TB incidence was 80 per 100,000 population and TB mortality was 5.2 per 100,000 population

in 2015.

Although TB burden of the Republic of Korea is decreasing every year, we still rank the highest in the Organization for Economic

Cooperation and Development countries. In order to reduce the burden accompanying TB, it is important to implement ‘TB Free Korea’

program, aggressively and continuously.
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* Estimated global TB incidence : 10,400 thousand cases
Figure 1, Estimated TB incidence rates, 2015
Table 1. Ranking of Global tuberculosis incidence and mortality, 2015
Rank Country Incidence Rank Country Mortality
1 South Africa 834 1 Lesotho 279
2 Lesotho 788 2 Mozambique 194
3 Swaziland 565 3 South Africa 179
4 Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 561 4 Swaziland 151
5 Kiribati 551 5 Guinea-Bissau 136
5 Mozambique 551 6 Nigeria 130
7 Timor-Leste 498 7 Zambia 108
8 Namibia 489 8 United Republic of Tanzania 103
9 Gabon 465 9 Congo 102
10 Papua New Guinea 432 10 Central African Republic 101
78 Republic of Korea 80 101 Republic of Korea 5

* Rates are per 100,000 population
* Source : Global Tuberculosis Control WHO Report 2016, WHO
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Table 2. Estimates of TB incidence and mortality by OECD countries, 2015

Incidence Mortality

Average' 11.4 1.0
Republic of Korea 80 (74-85) 52 (4.7-5.7)
Portugal 23 (20-27) 2.5 (1.4-3.9)
Mexico 21 (17-25) 25 (1.8-3.2)
Poland 19 (16-21) 1.5 (1.3-1.6)
Estonia 18 (15-21) 2.2 (1.6-2.8)
Turkey 18 (16-21) 0.96 (0.82-1.1)
Japan 17 (14-19) 25 (2.4-2.6)
Chile 16 (14-19) 2.7 (2.4-3)
Spain 12 (10-14) 0.69 (0.41-1)
UK 10 (9.2-11) 0.52 (0.36-0.71)
Belgium 9.4 (8.1-11) 0.57 (0.34-0.87)
Hungary 9.3 (8-11) 0.79 (0.75-0.83)
Sweden 9.2 (7.9-11) 0.32 (0.23-0.42)
France 8.2 (7.2-9.3) 0.89 (0.67-1.1)
Germany 8.1 (6.9-9.3) 0.43 (0.34-0.52)
Austria 7.6 (6.5-8.8) 0.94 (0.87-1)
Switzerland 7.4 (6.3-8.5) 0.25 (0.13-0.41)

Incidence Mortality

New Zealand 7.4 (6.4-8.5) 0.23 (0.22-0.24)
Slovenia 7.2 (6.2-8.3) 0.75 (0.75-0.76)
Ireland 7.2 (6.2-8.3) 0.41 (0.39-0.44)
Slovakia 6.5 (5.6-7.5) 0.59 (0.58-0.59)
Norway 6.3 (5.4-7.3) 0.23 (0.18-0.29)
Luxembourg 6.1 (5.2-7) 0.23 (0.08-0.45)
Denmark 6 (5.1-6.9) 0.38 (0.31-0.45)
Australia 6 (5.2-6.9) 0.2 (0.16-0.25)
ltaly 5.8 (5-6.7) 0.59 (0.47-0.73)
Netherlands 5.8 (5-6.7) 0.26 (0.13-0.43)
Finland 5.6 (4.8-6.4) 0.69 (0.66-0.72)
Czechia 5.2 (4.4-6) 0.38 (0.36-0.4)
Canada 5.1 (4.3-5.8) 0.35 (0.22-0.51)
Greece 45 (3.8-5.1) 0.86 (0.78-0.95)
Israel 4 (3.4-4.6) 0.22 (0.15-0.32)
U.S.A 32 (2.8-3.7) 0.21 (0.15-0.28)
Iceland 2.4 (2.1-2.8) 2.1 (2.1-2.1)

1) For the sake of comparison between OECD member countries , simple arithmetic average of 34 signatories' incidence and mortality reported to the WHO report

* Rates are per 100,000 population
* Source : Global Tuberculosis Control WHO Report 2016
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Figure 2. Estimates of TB incidence and mortality by OECD countries, 2015

Table 3. Estimates of TB incidence and mortality in Republic of Korea, 2011-2015

Incidence Mortality
difference” difference”
2011 100 - 6.1 -
2012 94 A 6.0 6.2 1.6
2013 89 A 53 5.5 A11.3
2014 86 A 34 5.3 A 3.6
2015 80 A 75 5.2 A19

1) difference is the change compared with previous year (%)
* Rates are per 100,000 population
* Source : Global Tuberculosis Control WHO Report 2016, WHO
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