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Human infection cases with Avian Influenza (AI) virus during the COVID-19

pandemic

Shin Minjoung, Kim Inho, Kwon Donghyuk

Director of Risk Assessment, Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA)

Case report on human infection with avian influenza virus has been continued worldwide during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Russia Federation reported the world's first human infection case of avian influenza A(H5N8) virus, and the Lao People's
Democratic Republic and Cambodia notified their first detection of human cases infected by A(H5N6) and A(HSNZ2) viruses,
respectively. Human infection with avian influenza virus occurs when exposed directly to infected birds or contaminated
environments. The clinical signs and symptoms of the disease vary from no symptoms to severe illness or death. Regardless

of the limited evidence of human-to-human transmission, the risk of human infection continues with the increase in contact

with wild birds and poultry.

As part of the surveillance outcome, this report will provide information on avian influenza virus infection cases in humans

and the assessment outcomes, limiting the cases reported during the COVID-19 pandemic from January 1, 2020 to April 16,

2021.

Keywords: Avian Influenza, H5N6, H5N8, HIN2, Human Infection

Table 1. Confirmed cases of A(H5N6) virus (January 1, 2020—April 16, 2021)

Sex/Age Country/Province Risk exposure Symptom onset Severity/outcome Detection
F/81 China, Jiangsu Poultry brought from five 2020-11-16 Severe (hospitalized), Death  Testing after death
poultry market
. o Severe (hospitalized), no . e
F/54 China, Hunan Domestic live poultry 2020-12-08 Hospital admission
follow—up
M/51 China, Chongging Live poultry market 2020-12-18 Severe Ezl(l)svsliilged)’ no Hospital admission
F/3 China, Guizhou Poultry market 2020-11-21 Severe, Death Unknown cause of
pneumonia
F/1 China, Anhui Poultry market 2020-12-22 Mild, recovery ILI
M/50 China, Guangxi Domestic poultry 2021-02-16 Severe (hospitalized), death  Hospital admission
M/5 Laos, Luang Probang Consumed backyard 2021-02-28 Moderate, recovery ILI

chicken
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Table 2. Confirmed cases of A(HON2) virus (January 1, 2020—April 16, 2021)

Sex/Age Country/Province Risk exposure Symptom onset Severity/outcome Detection
F/4 China, Fujian Backyards poultry 2019-10-26 Mild, recovered LI
F/5 China, Anhui Live poultry slaughterhouse 2019-11-12 Mild, recovered LI
F/3 China, Guangdong Domestic poultry 2020-03-22 Mild, recovered ILI
E/5 China, Hunan Slaughtered poultry brought 2020-04-20 Mild(hospitalized), L
from a live poultry market Recovered

M/6 China, Shandong Domestic poultry at home 2020-04-28 Mid(hospitalized) 1Ll
Recovered

M/10 months China, Fujian Live poultry market 2020-05-04 Mild, recovered ILI

F/4 China, Guangdong Domestic poultry 2020-08-03 Mid(hospitalized), ILI
Recovered

F/3 China, Guangdong Domestic poultry 20201012 Mid(hospitaiized), 1L
Recovered

F/8 months China, Hubei Unknown 2019-07-17 Mild, recovered ILI

F/6 China, Guizhou Unknown 2020-06-01 Mild, recovered LI

F/6 China, Guangxi Unknown 2020—09-20 Mild, recovered LI

F/8 China, Guizhou Unknown 2020—09-27 Mild, recovered LI

F/4 China, Hunan Unknown 2020-10-01 Mild, recovered LI

F/52 China, Hunan Unknown 2020-11-02 Mild, recovered LI

M/A6 months China, Guangdong Poultry bought from live 2020-12-28 Mild(hospitalized), L
poultry market Recovered

F/52 China, Fujian Poultry at a poultry market 2021-01-02 Mild, recovered ILI

F/5 China, Anhui Unknown 2021-01-17 Mild, recovered LI

F/1 China, Sichuan Backyard poultry 2020-11-30 Mild, recovered ILI

F/2 China, Jiangxi Unknown 2021-01-18 Mild, recovered LI

M/6 China, Guangdong Suspected exposure to five 2021-01-26 Mild, recovered 1Ll

poultry

F/8 China, Hunan Unknown 2021-01-22 Mild, recovered LI

M/2 China, Guangdong Live poultry 2021-02-02 Mild, recovered LI

F/54 China, Anhui Live poultry market 2020-10-20 Severe(hospitalized), 1Ll
Recovered

M/3 Cambodia, Backyard poultry 2021-02-26 Mild, recovered 1Ll

Siem Reap
M/10 China, Fujian Unknown 2021-01-28 Mild, recovered LI
F/2 China, Hubei Backyard poultry 2021-02-07 Mild, recovered ILI
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